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Success keeps tlowing
Inside RiverCulture, i1ts administrator

i1sa Davol is
celebrating. After
weeks of waiting
anxiously, she's
learned that the

Turners Falls RiverCulture project
has won another wear of grant
funding from t(he Massachuseits
Cultural Council.

Ligs is the administrator for the
project. A week or so ago, as she
waited for news, we talked about the
project, its impact on the community
and on her own life

Or conversabion took place over
cups of coffea at the Second Strest
Bakery in downlown Turners Fulls
The business is a sort of offspring of
RiverCulture Tts founders were look-
ing for a place to open a bakery when
they found the RiverCulture Web site.
1t helped cenvince them Turners was
the right place. Just recently, the
bakery expanded pext door

The bakery is among a number of
businesses foslered by RiverCulture.
One of the newest, a Mexican restau-
rant, opened the day of last sum-
mer's Block Party.

RiverCulture has been a success
by many measures, nol just new
business openi

As Recorder publisher, T was
asked to write a letter supporting the
granl request for an arts and culture
program intendesd to help revitalize
Tarners Falls T remember writing
that T wanted the newspaper to have
positive slories o print about
Turpers, after loo many years in
which the assumption was that sto-
ries with a Turners Falls daleline
would be about crime, drug busis or
poverty.

The grant came and RiverCulture
started in 2006. Stories began to
appear not just in The Recorder, but
around the state, even in the Boston
Globe, and in regional tourist guides,
about Turners Falls' new artsy edge
and about ils comeback. New busi-
pesses fook rool. People came for
festivals and events. Some decided to

Kay
Berenson
stay,
The new Mwonlague Business
Association spun  off from

RiverCullure as a more specifically
business-oriented organization.

Davaol says one of Lhe best things
about the project from her perspec-
tive is thal it has not imposed some-
thing new on the communily from
outside.

“It's making people nolice what's
already here, thimgs they see every
day,” she says,

RiverCulture; Davol says, has
been “very much a sense of place
project.” .

One of her favorite parts of the
job, she says has bheen the block
party. Every year she’s done it, she’s
at first been nearly overwhelmed by
how much work it takes to pull it off.
But by the time the block party gets
there, she's overcome in a different
way, because so0 manv local people
show up, Everybgdy comes, nol just
a vertain kind of person.”

L&emastofﬂhﬁe who came to
Turners Falls throughou, ils hlsk}ry,
Davol came from somewhere
her case Cherry Hill, N.J, She stmi
ied art history and wurked putting
together art collections for corpora-
fions, commmuti between
Philadelphia and New York. She
grew tired of the life.

Friends living in Springfield
offered an extra room in their house
for a while and she found hersell in
weslern Massachuselts. Bhe spent
some time living in Northampton,
Leeds, Florence, /Gill and Shelburne
Falls before ending up in Turners
Falls, the place she’s come to prefer.

“Everybody who comes here is
running away from something,” she
says, *I was running away from New

Jersey because there was no sense of
community and nof much apprecia-
tion for historic stafl.”

Before she gol to Turners, she
says, “1 didn't really know where 1
was or where I stood or have a sense
of belonging, but I really found that
here. 1 Teel like I'm someplace that
has been somewhere and is going
somewhere ™

The transition from New Jersey
has not been entirely smooth, Daval
admits. She decided {o take up gar-
dening, but her lack of experience
was a handicap. At first, she had
space In a very visihie t:ummlmﬂaf
garden, but says, laughing, that she
was “kicked out” and shifted to a less
visible spot because her garden was
not up to neighhors’ standards.

Too lale, she also realized thaf
planting wildly spreading raspberry
bushes in 2 eommunity garden was
not 2 neighborly thing to do. She’s
trying to fix if. The climbing roses
near her house are more successiul.

Neighborliness and ceaperation
smong people and organizations are
a big part of RiverCulture's goal,
Davol says. Take, for example, the
project to put art work along a neg-
lected path that connects residences
and schools on the hill o downtown
Turners balow.

Still sounding a little amazed,

Davol describes how the prn}ecl

grew. People called her, surprised
that several paths were cleared.
They said they hadn't thought
RiverCulture was laking on mors
than one path.

BiverCuliure wasn't. The olher
paths were not part of the official
project. Neighbors decided fo pitch
mn. a npple effect, like tossing a stone
into a river.

1i's a ripple effec|. that offers good
reason to  be grateful for
RiverCulture’s new grant,

Kay Berenson, publisher emerflus, served as
publishier of The Recorder from 1996 1o 2008.
She is & larmer collene English teachsr,
reporter, edilor and award-winning adilorial
wrilet. She and hey hustiand Iive in SHetburne;
E-mail her al ksberenson@yahoo.com.
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